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BOROUGH  OF  GODALMING. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

% 

for  1953 

TOGETHER  WITH  THAT  OF  THE 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


Mills  & Sons,  Printers,  Ltd.,  Guildford. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1953. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Godaiming . 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1953. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year  but  still 
very  low.  This  is  fortunately  offset  by  a phenomenally  low 
infantile  mortality  and  death  rate.  So  our  population  does 
not  as  yet  diminish.  With  more  houses  available  for  young 
couples,  1 do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  that  the  birth  rate 
will  rise,  as  planned  families  are  now  the  rule,  and  that 
planning  depends  on  a home  of  one’s  own  and  not  sharing 
other  accommodation. 

That  the  town  is  a healthy  one  is  shown  by  the  low 
incidence  of  infectious  disease  and  its  still  lower  death  rate 
and  the  longevity  of  the  population.  We  are  fortunate  to 
live  in  such  lovely  surroundings  and  to  know  that  they  are 
also  healthy. 

The  work  of  sanitary  inspection  has  been  well  and 
faithfully  carried  out  by  Mr.  Warner  and  his  able  assistant 
Mr.  Peskett,  and  to  them  and  the  clerical  staff  I tender  my 
thanks. 

1 have  also  a helpful  and  understanding  Committee  to 
thank 


Yours  sincerely, 

F.  A.  BELAM,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

F.  A.  BELAM,  T.D.,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  F.R.S.I. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 


P.  A.  WARNER,  C.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: 


C.  R.  PESKETT,  C.S.I.J.B.,  M.S.I.A. 


(Both  Inspectors  also  hold  the  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
in  Meat  and  other  Foods  Inspection.) 


Clerks : 

Miss  J.  S.  STEARNE. 
Miss  J.  E.  STEWART. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area:  2,393  acres. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate,  mid-year  1933): 
13,1  10. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1953),  according 
to  rate  books:  4,353. 

Rateable  value : £142,489. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  31st  March,  1953: 

£559. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Live  Births — 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000 

of  the  estimated 

Total 

181 

92 

89 

resident  popula- 

Legitimate 

172 

89 

83  ‘ 

tion,  11.91  (Using 

Illegitimate 

9 

3 

6 

comparability  fac- 

l tor— 12.51). 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Still  Births — 

(live  and  still) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 • 

births,  5.44. 
Still-births  Rate  per 
1,000  population, 

, 0.05. 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000 

of  the  estimated 

Deaths 

159 

73 

86  - 

resident  popula- 
tion, 10.52  (Using 
comparability  fac- 

, tor— 9.04). 

( Comparability 

Factors : 

Births 

1.05,  Deaths  0.86. ) 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes:  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  I year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (4) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live 
births  ( 3 ) 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live 
births  ( 1 ) 


22.09 

17.44 

.0001 


The  Birth  Rate  is  slightly  over  that  of  1932  (I  1.91) 
without  use  of  the  comparability  factor,  and  with  use  of  that 
factor  the  rate  is  12.5  1.  It  seems  to  me  possible  that  the 
increase  in  availability  of  houses  is  responsible  for  the 
increase  in  births,  as  it  is  well  known  that  many  young 
married  people  are  unwilling  to  start  a family  until  they 
have  a home  of  their  own. 

Our  birth  rate  is  however  very  much  below  the  15.3  for 
England  and  Wales  and  this  should  mean  a falling  popula- 
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Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in 
the  Year  1953.  Provisional  Figures. 
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Rate  per  1,000  Population 


Live  Births 

Still-births 

15.5 

0.35 

17.0 

0.43 

15.7 

0.34 

17.5 

0.38 

12.51 

0.06 

Annual  Death  Rate 

per  1,000  Population 

All  Causes 

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

12.5 

9.04 

Influenza 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

0.13 

Pneumonia 

0.5  5 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

0.99 

Tuberculosis 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.24 

0.33 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 


Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under 

2 years 

1.1 

1.3 

0.9 

1.1 

0.5 

Total  Deaths  under  1 year  - 

26.8 

30.8 

24.3 

24.8 

22.09 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows: 


Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births:  — 

Sepsis  of  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  the  Puerperium  - - 0.10 

Abortion  with  Toxaemia  - - - - - - - 0.01 

Other  Toxaemias  of  Pregnancy  and  the  Puerperium  - - 0.84 

Haemorrhage  of  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth  - - - - 0.13 

Abortion  without  mention  of  sepsis  or  Toxaemia  - 0.04 

Abortion  with  sepsis  - - - - - - -0.06 

Other  Complications  of  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  the  Puerperium  0.18 


Godaiming  Deaths  in  1953 
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tion,  but  fortunately  our  death  rate  is  low,  only  10.52,  or 
9.04  using  the  comparability  factor.  This  is  much  lower 
than  that  of  the  country  as  a whole  (1  1.4),  which  goes  to 
show  that  Godaiming  is  a healthy  town  to  live  in. 

Our  infantile  mortality  of  22.09  is  very  considerably 
below  the  26.8  of  England  and  Wales,  which  indicates  that 
we  do  our  best  to  keep  alive  the  babies  we  have.  There 
were  four  deaths  of  infants  under  twelve  months  out  of 
1 8 1 live  births.  These  four  were  aged — 3 days,  4 hours, 
I week  and  2 months.  The  last  child  died  from  gastro- 
enteritis, the  other  death  ascribed  to  this  cause  not  being 
found  in  local  records.  The  death  of  the  remaining  three 
infants  were  ascribed  to  prematurity,  4 hours  and  I week, 
and  the  last  at  3 days  had  rhesus  incompatibility  o f blood 
added  to  the  prematurity.  It  will  be  seen  that  so  far  as 
public  health  preventive  work  is  concerned,  only  the  death 
from  gastro-enteritis  falls  under  the  heading  of  possibly 
preventable.  Of  the  four,  three  were  neonatal  deaths  under 
one  month  of  age. 

Of  deaths  of  older  people,  I 1 8 of  the  159  were  in  per- 
sons over  sixty-five  years  of  age,  giving  a percentage  of  74, 
showing  the  longevity  of  ‘Godhelmians  (as  we  are  called)  ; 
forty-seven  deaths  were  over  80  years  of  age. 

As  in  former  years,  the  chief  cause  of  death  was  disease 
of  the  heart  and  circulation,  7 I deaths  being  assigned  to 
these  causes.  Cancer  occasioned  30  deaths,  of  these  ten 
being  due  to  lung  affection,  one  of  these  being  a woman  of 
over  60  years  of  age. 

Pneumonia  was  accepted  as  causing  deaths  in  I 5 cases, 
though  it  was  included  as  a cause  of  death  in  i 8. 

No  other  cause  of  death  was  outstanding.  As  can  be 
seen  from  the  Table,  the  majority  of  deaths  were  included 
in  the  diseases  already  mentioned.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
infectious  disease  causes  very  few  deaths  in  Godaiming,  only 
five  deaths  being  assigned  to  Tuberculosis  and  six  to 
Influenza. 

Again  it  is  apparent  that  Godaiming  is  a very  healthy 
place  to  live  in  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  our  town 
and  the  country  surrounding  are  much  sought  after  as  a place 
to  live  in  by  those  who  have  given  much  service  in  the 
Forces  or  the  Colonial  Service  or  in  other  towns. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  Area. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities.  These  are  provided  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  new  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Guildford.  All  examina- 
tions and  tests  are  carried  out  free  of  charge  to  Local 
Authorities. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities.  This  work  is  done  in  the 
Borough  by  the  Godaiming  Division  of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  for  the  County  Council,  using  four  full-time  drivers, 
manning  two  ambulances;  attendants  and  other  members 
acting  in  a voluntary  capacity. 

Work  done  by  the  Society’s  personnel  and  ambulances 
was  as  follows: — 

Number  of  calls  (including  60  accidents) 

(Road  36)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,333 

Number  of  patients  attended  ...  ...  ...  3,060 

Number  of  miles  travelled  ...  ...  ...  44,730 

Voluntary  hours  of  duty  (including  cinemas, 

fetes,  etc.)  (With  ambulance  1,150)  ...  7,000 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  There  are  two  District  Nurse- 
Midwives  and  one  District  Nurse  employed  in  the  Godai- 
ming and  Farncombe  District  Nursing  Service.  Their  work 


for  1953  is  as  follows — 

General  Nursing  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  522 

Nursing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,396 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Cases  ...  ...  ...  30 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Visits  ...  ...  ...  556 

Ante-Natal  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  229 

Advisory  and  Follow-up  Visits  ...  ...  ...  161 


(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  The  Surrey  County 
Council  Clinics  are  as  follows: — 

At  “Hillsleigh,”  Nightingale  Road,  Godalming. 

Ante-Natal:  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays,  10  a.m. 

Child  Welfare:  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  2 to  4 p.m.  (No 
Doctor  on  2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays). 

Dental:  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  9.30  a.m.  Other  days 
and  times  by  appointment  only. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation:  School  Children  at  School 
Medical  Clinics.  Pre-School  Children  at  Child  Welfare 
Clinics. 

Eye:  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays,  2 p.m.,  and  3rd  Thursdays, 
9.30  a.m.  (by  appointment  only). 

School  Medical:  Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  (except  during  School 
Summer  Holidays). 


At  St.  Mark’s  Hall,  Ockford  Ridge,  Godaiming. 

Welfare  Clinic:  2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  2 to  4 p.m. 

At  Milford  Chest  Hospital,  near  Godaiming. 

Chest  Clinic:  1st  and  3rd  Friday  afternoons,  1.30  to  5.30 
p.m.,  by  appointment. 

At  South  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board 

Chest  Clinic, 

Tower  House,  64,  Epsom  Road,  Guildford. 

Mondays,  1.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

All  cases  seen  by  appointment. 


At  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford. 

Venereal  Diseases: 

Males:  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  5 to  7 p.m. 

Females:  Mondays,  2 to  7 p.m.  Thursdays,  9.30  to 

1 1 a.m. 


(e)  Hospital  Provision. 

( 1 ) 1 he  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  at  Guildford 
offers  232  beds.  An  average  of  191  beds  were  occupied 
daily  throughout  the  year.  1 0.064  out-patients  made  35,766 
attendances,  and  in  addition  16,146  patients  attended  the 
casualty  department.  The  Hospital  carries  a staff  of 
Specialists  in  all  branches  of  medicine  and  surgery  with  the 
exception  of  gynaecology,  paediatrics  and  dermatology. 

(2)  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Warren  Road,  Guildford; 
General  Hospital.  392  beds  (includes  5 7 Maternity  and 
54  Radiotherapy).  Training  School  for  nurses  and  Part  1 
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Midwifery.  General  Medical  and  Surgical,  gynaecological, 
dermatological  and  paedriatric  wards,  maternity  and  geria- 
tric units,  isolation  unit,  out-patient  department,  facilities 
for  physiotherapy,  light  treatment  and  rehabilitation. 
X-Ray  unit,  pathological  laboratory  and  Regional  Radio- 
therapy Centre. 

(3)  St.  Thomas’  Hospital,  Hydestile,  Godaiming.  This 
hospital  has  134  beds  at  present  and  most  of  the  patients 
come  from  London,  although  the  admission  list  does  include 
patients  from  Godaiming. 

There  is  not  a whole-time  emergency  service  for  road 
casualties  and  surgical  or  medical  emergencies,  although 
emergency  cases  are  admitted  on  occasion  at  the  particular 
request  of  the  doctor  concerned. 


(f)  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes.  Only  one  registered 
Nursing  Home  is  now  taking  patients.  This  is  the  Mount 
Alvernia  Nursing  Home  of  the  Franciscan  Sisters,  with 
accommodation  for  fifteen  maternity,  surgical  and  medical 
patients. 


Prevalence  of, 

and  Control  over,  Infectious 

and 

other  Diseases. 

Infectious  Disease.  Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease 
and  admissions  to  hospital  are  shown  in  the  Table: — 

Disease. 

Total  Cases  Cases  Admitted 

Notified.  to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

Gastro  Enteritis  . . . 

8 1 

2 2 

48  2 

122  1 

2 1 

1 

182  7 

1 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  was  a marked  rise  in  incidence 
of  measles  which  brought  the  notifications  to  over  eighty 
above  the  figures  of  I 932. 
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Scarlet  Fever.  1 here  were  only  eight  notifications  of 
this  disease,  which  still  remains  of  a mild  type  easily  kept 
under  control  by  penicillin.  Frequently  children  are  now 
nursed  at  home  and  the  complications  such  as  nephritis  and 
mastoid  disease  are  hardly  ever  seen.  No  connection 
between  these  cases  could  be  traced  and  they  were  scattered 
from  January  to  December  in  various  areas  of  the  Borough. 
Only  one  case  was  removed  to  isolation  hospital. 

Of  other  infectious  diseases  there  were  1 22  cases  of 
measles  of  which  only  two  were  treated  in  hospital.  The 
complications  of  this  disease,  otitis  media,  broncho-pneu- 
monia, etc.,  are  now  rare,  thanks  to  the  immediate  use  by 
doctors  of  the  sulphonamide  drugs  and  the  other  antibiotics. 

There  were  48  cases  of  whooping  cough  for  which  pre- 
ventive immunisation  is  now  available.  A certain  number 
of  children  have  already  been  immunised  against  this 
disease.  Two  cases  went  to  hospital. 

Food  poisoning  was  notified  on  three  occasions  but  only 
one  case  was  confirmed.  The  infection  was  contracted  while 
the  boy  was  on  holiday  in  Ireland  and  the  boy  had  quite 
recovered  on  his  return  to  Godaiming  some  weeks  later. 

Dysentery  was  notified  once,  affecting  a child  of  ten, 
whose  father  had  had  the  disease  while  on  active  service, 
though  as  the  infection  was  bacillary  and  the  father  had  had 
no  recurrence  of  symptoms,  it  seems  unlikely  that  there  was 
any  connection. 

Comment  on  other  notifications  does  not  seem  required, 
the  only  other  disease  causing  many  cases  being  chicken-pox 
with  73  notifications  from  the  schools. 

Notifications  of  pneumonia  are  always  regarded  with 
doubt  as  they  hardly  ever  agree  with  the  number  of  deaths 
from  the  disease.  It  is  well  known  that  medical  practi- 
tioners do  not  see  the  use  of  notifying  this  disease  when  no 
preventive  measures  are  available  from  the  public  health 
angle.  There  were  33  such  notifications. 

Two  notifications  of  gastro  enteritis  were  received,  one 
of  which  in  a child  of  two  months  old  proved  fatal  in  hos- 
pital. The  other  was  a child  of  nearly  two  years  old  who 
recovered. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 


u 

— > 

v in  o m m — 

Disease  -p  o — cn  tn  so  °o  « 

,3  — (NCO^t-in  — — (N  Tf  vD  r 

Scarlet  Fever  — — 2 3 3 — 8 

Measles  2 8 13  I!  12  72  2 1 1—  — —122 


Whooping 

Cough  7 5 6 8 415—  — 1—  1 I 48 


Pneumonia  2 — 1 I 110  — 3 1 5 9 33 

Erysipelas  — — I — I 2 

Food 

Poisoning  — — — I — 1 

Gastro  Enteritis  1 I — — — — — — — — — 2 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia  — — — — — — — I — - I 

Dysentery  — — — — — — 1 — — — — — I 

12  14  20  20  19  100  7 I 6 2 6 11218 


Summary  of  Notifications  of  Cases  and  Contacts  of 
Infectious  Diseases  received  from  Schools. 
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Measles 

2 

21 

26 

16 

48 

1 

2 

7 

123 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

10 

Mumps 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

17 

Chicken-Pox 

5 

2 

13 

— 

42 

5 

4 

1 

1 

73 

Inflenza 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

German  Measles... 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

7 

Jaundice 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

9 28  52  19  99  9 7 10  I 234 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Statistics. 


Age  at 

i.e., 

Estimated 

31st  December, 

Born  in 

Number 

mid-year  Pop- 

Number  and 

1953 

Year 

Immunised 

ulation,  1953 

Percentage  Immunised 

Under  1 

1953 

21 

1 

1952 

128 

2 

1951 

128 

910 

567  (62.31%) 

3 

1950 

163 

4 

1949 

127  J 

5—9 

1948—1944 

897 

2210 

1696  (76.74%) 

1 0 — 15 

1943  — 1939 

799  J 

Totals,  under  15 

— 

2263 

3120 

2263  (72.53  %) 

(Figures  for  Charterhouse  School  not  included  as  boys 
are  domiciled  outside  the  Borough.) 


It  is  just  as  important  as  ever  that  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  should  be  persevered  with.  The  disease  is  even 
more  virulent  that  it  was  and  the  case  mortality  has  risen 
till  it  even  exceeds  the  high  figure  of  1939.  Immunised 
children  who  occasionally  contract  diphtheria  have  a mor- 
tality of  one  per  cent,  as  against  nine  per  cent  for  children 
not  immunised. 

The  particulars  from  the  report  of  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  1932  are  as  follows: — 

205,218  children  were  immunised  before  their  first 
birthday,  and  of  these  only  three  cases  of  diphtheria 
occurre  d.  The  case  mortality  figure  was  8.5  per  cent.; 
376  cases  only  being  notified  during  the  whole  year  and 
3 I deaths. 

For  Godaiming,  of  an  estimated  child  population  of  9 1 0 
under  five  years,  567  were  immunised,  giving  a percentage 
of  62.31.  Of  2,210  children  aged  fi  ve  to  fifteen  years, 
1,696  or  76.74  per  cent,  were  immunised.  These  are  quite 
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satisfactory  figures  and  render  the  possibility  of  an  outbreak 
of  diphtheria  in  Godaiming  remote. 

Vaccination.  During  195  3 there  were  181  births  and  of 
these  60  were  vaccinated,  giving  a percentage  of  32.64, 
which  is  lower  than  the  rate  of  I 952,  though  higher  than  the 
average  throughout  the  country,  which  in  1952  was  30.7 
per  cent,  of  infants. 

The  vaccination  figures  for  England  and  Wales  were: 
Of  the  669,832  births  during  the  twelve  months  ended  30th 
June,  1 952,  206, 1 3 1 primary  vaccinations  of  children  under 
one  year  were  done,  giving  an  acceptance  rate  of  30.7  per 
cent,  for  England  and  Wales. 

Tuberculosis.  1 02  cases  remain  on  the  register,  five  less 
than  1952:  50  males  an  d 52  fe  males.  Of  these,  4 1 males 
and  40  females  had  pulmonary  disease  and  9 males  and  12 
females  non-pulmonary. 

Of  the  8 1 pulmonary  cases  on  register  at  3 1 st  Decem- 
ber, 1953,  49  had  a separate  bedroom,  32  shared  a bed- 
room (though  in  twelve  of  these  a separate  bedroom  was 
available),  and  three  families,  though  not  overcrowded 
under  Housing  Act  standards,  required  an  extra  bedroom. 
Eleven  pulmonary  cases  were  in  Sanatoria  at  3 1 st  Decem- 
ber, 1953. 

During  1953  the  Council  rehoused  four  families  from 
overcrowded  or  otherwise  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions. 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  in  Godaiming  remains  low 
at  a fairly  constant  rate. 


Mass  Radiography.  The  Unit  visited  Godaiming  from 
the  14th  to  the  25th  September,  1953. 


Total  number  X-rayed 

Male. 

...  927 

Female. 

1,017 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

—Active 

1 

2 

Inactive 

15 

17 

Non-tuberculous  abnormalities 

28 

15 

After-Care.  The  Godaiming  and  Haslemere  Tubercu- 
losis Care  Committee  continues  its  good  work  in  the  care 
and  after-care  of  necessitous  tubercular  patients.  The  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  Secretary  to  the  Committee, 
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reports  that  during  1953  thirteen  Godaiming  and  ten 
Haslemere  cases  were  assisted  in  various  ways,  where 
National  allowances  did  not  cover  the  patients’  emergency 
and  other  requirements. 

Funds  are  raised  voluntarily,  mainly  through  the 
medium  of  the  Christmas  Seals  Sale,  which  produced 
£145  4s.  4d.  in  1953.  The  County  Council  Health  Com- 
mittee contributes  annually  £50  as  a £ for  £ grant.  All 
Grants  made  by  the  Committee  are  in  kind,  and  given  only 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  County  Almoners,  Health 
Visitors  and  members  of  the  Committee. 


The  following  Table  shows  age  groups  of  new  cases  and 
deaths  during  1953: — 


New  Cases. 


Deaths. 


Age 

Periods. 


Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


1-5 

M.  F.  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

5-10 

1 — — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-15 

— — — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20 

...  1 2 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25 

...  *1  — — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25-35 

(2*)3  2(1*)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

...  *1  3(2*)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

(2* ) 3 — — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

* I — — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 

over  * 1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

12  7 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

*Transfers. 
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Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Summary  of  Routine  and  other  Inspection  Work 

carried  out. 

ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 

Housing  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  (under  Pub- 
lic Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  975 

Nuisances,  Complaints,  Advisory  Visits,  etc.  ...  1,401 

Inspections  of — 

Drainage  to  Houses,  including  Tests  ...  ...  94 

Meat  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Dairies,  Milk-Shops,  and  Milk  Stores  ...  ...  38 

Factories,  Work-places  and  Outworkers  Premises  166 
Food  Shops  and  places  where  food  is  prepared 

and  stored,  including  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  535 

Foodstuffs  for  condemnation  ...  ...  ...  96 

Premises,  reference  Provision  of  Dustbins  ...  106 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Public  and  Private  Conveniences  44 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  144 

Investigations  and  Inspections  under — 

Shops  and  Young  Persons  Employment  Acts  ...  125 

Petroleum  and  Carbide  Acts  ...  ...  ...  64 

Infectious  Disease  Notifications  (including  Dis- 
infections) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  251 

Part  IV  Housing  Act,  1936  (Overcrowding)  ...  20 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Smoke  Abatement)...  6 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  (in- 
cluding testing  and  treatments  of  sewer  man- 

h oles)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...1,585 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 


5,926 
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NOTICES  SERVED. 

Statutory  Notices 
Informal  Notices 

Total  Notices  served  ... 

Not  complied  with  at  31.12.53 


26 

565 


591 


42 


Factories  Act,  1937. 

(Information  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and 
National  Service.) 

I .—INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES  AND  OTHER 
PREMISES  UNDER  THE  ACT. 


Number  of  Occupiers 


Premises. 

Inspec- 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prose- 

cuted. 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  ... 

121 

12 

— 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power 

20 

2 

— 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  (in- 
cluding works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction,  but  not 
including  outworkers’  premises) 

10 

151 


14 


17 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Premises. 


No.  of  Defects 

Number  of  Defects  Referred  in  respect  of 

by  H.M.  which  Prose- 
Found.  Remedied.  Inspector,  cutions  were 

Instituted. 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1)5  5 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  — — 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3 ) — — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  ...  — — 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

Insufficient  ...  ...  I I 

Unsuitable  or  defective  9 9 

Not  separate  for  sexes  — — 


3 


1 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Public  Water  Supply  is  by  the  Guildford,  Godaiming 
and  District  Joint  Water  Board.  The  water  is  of  a high 
standard  of  bacterial  purity,  and  is  sufficient  for  the  present 
needs  of  the  District.  All  supplies  are  chlorinated  to  ensure 
a safe  supply. 

Frequent  samples  are  taken  from  all  sources  of  supply 
and  from  various  points  within  the  Borough  and  other  areas 
supplied.  No  form  of  contamination  has  been  detected, 
although  there  continued  to  be  a high  content  of  iron  in  the 
water  from  one  source  in  particular. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  population  in 
the  Borough  supplied  from  the  mains  is  as  follows: — 

(a)  Direct  to  houses,  4,38  I . Population  15,103. 

(b)  By  stand-pipe  to  houses,  2.  Population  7 (serving 

10  Almshouses). 
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New  main  extensions  during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 

Improvements  to  general  supply:  1,520  yards  of  6in. 
and  9in.  main. 

Binscombe  Farm  Estate:  1,865  yards  of  3in.,  4in.  and 
6in.  main. 

Braemar  Estate:  287  yards  of  3in.,  4in.  and  6in.  main. 

Farncombe  Hall  Estate:  136  yards  of  3in.  4in.  and 
6in.  main. 

There  is  only  one  private  well  at  present  in  use  in  the 
Borough  and  this  is  used  for  trade  purposes  only;  mains 
water  being  available  for  drinking  and  domestic  uses.  Three 
samples  were  taken  from  the  well  during  the  year  and  the 
water  proved  to  be  of  a satisfactory  bacterial  standard. 

With  the  exception  of  the  ten  Almshouses,  which  are 
supplied  by  two  stand-pipes,  all  other  houses  in  the  Borough 
have  mains  water  piped  into  the  houses. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

New  Drainage.  No  new  works  of  soil  or  surface  water 
drainage  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  except  for  those 
constructed  in  connection  with  new  housing  sites.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  first  stage  of  the  proposed  reconstruction  of  the 
Council’s  sewage  disposal  works  will  be  commenced  in  the 
new  year. 

Existing  Drainage.  Some  80  inspections  and  tests  were 
made  at  premises  regarding  existing  drainage  and  house 
fittings.  Owners  responded  very  well  on  service  of  informal 
notices  to  clear  chokages  and  carry  out  general  repairs  to 
drains  and  fittings. 

Smoke  tests  were  made  to  I 4 house  drainage  systems 
and  in  each  case  the  defects  found  were  remedied.  It  was, 
however,  found  necessary  to  serve  four  Formal  Notices 
under  Section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936;  and  in 
one  case  the  Council  carried  out  the  work  in  default,  and 
recovered  the  cost  from  the  Owner. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

One  case  of  pollution  was  reported  during  the  year  and 
on  service  of  an  informal  notice  the  stream  was  cleansed  and 
measures  taken  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  nuisance. 


19 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Inspections  were  made  at  all  premises  not  served  by  the 
main  sewer.  There  are  5 I such  premises  in  the  Borough, 
and  in  each  case  a sewer  is  sited  either  at  such  a level  as  to 
make  connection  impracticable,  or  at  so  great  a distance  as 
to  make  connection  thereto  optional  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  means  of  sewage  disposal  for  the  premises  situated 
in  these  areas  is  as  follows: — 

4 Pail  Closets  serving  4 premises. 

1 0 Chemical  Closets  serving  4 premises  and  1 0 

Almshouses. 

2 7 Cesspools  serving  31  premises. 

Four  conversions  to  chemical  closets  were  made  during 
the  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  remaining  pail  closets  will 
be  converted  in  due  course. 

The  majority  of  cesspools  are  constructed  to  act  as 
septic  tanks  and  the  resulting  effluent  is  disposed  o f by 
means  of  sub-surface  irrigation  systems. 

Owners  executed  works  to  cesspools,  septic  tanks  and 
land  drains  following  service  of  informal  notices  and  little 
difficulty  was  experienced. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

House  refuse  and  salvage  is  collected  weekly  from  all 
premises  in  the  Borough  by  means  of  standard  refuse  collec- 
tion vehicles,  and  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  low 
lying  ground  at  Broadwater.  I he  tip  is  very  well  maintained 
and  is  remarkably  free  from  infestation  by  rats  or  other 
vermin. 

During  the  year,  under  1 per  cent,  of  the  Borough  s 
occupied  houses  were  found  to  be  without  sound  standard 
dustbins.  58  notices  were  served  and  53  new  standard  bins 
had  been  installed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  present  policy  in  determining  who  is  responsible 
for  the  provision  of  a new  dustbin  is  based  on  whether  an 
Agreement  exists  between  Landlord  and  1 enant.  Where 
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there  is  no  such  Agreement,  in  the  first  instance,  the  tenant 
is  asked  to  instal  a bin.  In  cases  of  dispute,  facts  are  placed 
before  the  Health  Committee  for  a decision  upon  whom  to 
serve  a Formal  Notice.  During  the  year  one  Formal  Notice 
under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  1936,  was 
served  on  an  occupier,  who  subsequently  installed  a new 
dustbin  and  complied  with  the  Notice. 


SHOPS  ACTS. 

A total  of  125  inspections  and  visits  were  made  to  Shop 
premises  regarding  employees’  welfare  and  other  provisions 
of  the  Act;  these  were  found  to  be  generally  well  complied 
with.  The  defects  and  contraventions  found  upon  inspection 
were  remedied  by  the  Shop-keepers  without  resorting  to 
statutory  action. 

The  provisions  relating  to  closing  hours,  assistants’  half- 
holidays, etc.,  were  generally  well  observed,  but  two  cases 
of  non-compliance  with  the  Act  were  dealt  with. 

Complaints  were  received  regarding  the  sale  of  un- 
authorised goods  on  Sundays  and  in  four  such  cases  the 
persons  concerned  were  cautioned  and  advised. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS,  1928-1936. 

There  are  32  premises  licensed  annually  for  the  storage 
of  Petroleum  Spirit  and  Petroleum  Mixtures.  During  the 
year,  64  inspections  were  made  to  these  premises  to  ensure 
that  the  licence  conditions  were  observed  and  adequate 
safety  measures  taken,  and  two  new  units  comprising  under- 
ground tanks  and  surface  pumps  were  installed  and  satisfied 
the  standard  tests. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Six  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  concern- 
ing smoke  nuisances.  In  each  case  the  person  responsible 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  an  informal  notice  and 
abated  the  nuisance. 
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INSECT  PESTS. 

The  following  infestations  were  discovered  or  reported 
during  the  year: — 

Bed  bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Wood  worm  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fleas,  insects,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  24 

In  each  case  the  use  of  a suitable  insecticide  spray  or 
powder  gave  an  excellent  measure  of  control. 


DISINFECTION. 


Disinfections  were  carried  out  to  eight  premises  follow- 
ing the  removal  to  hospital,  or  death,  of  infectious  persons. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


There  are  now  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  within  the 
Borough. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT, 

1949. 

In  common  with  all  other  Local  Authorities  the  Council 
maintains  a scheme  under  the  above  Act  for  the  destruction 
of  rats  and  mice.  Occupiers  of  private  houses  and  business 
premises  have  taken  full  advantage  of  the  service,  private 
premises  being  treated  free,  and  a charge  made  for  business 
premises. 

Infestations  were  reported  by  occupiers  of  premises  or 
discovered  during  surveys  carried  out  by  the  Rodent 
Operator.  Occupiers  were  generally  very  co-operative  in 
carrying  out  essential  works,  rat-proofing,  etc.,  to  assist  in 
the  destruction  of  the  rats  and  mice,  but  during  the  year  it 
was  found  necessary  to  serve  under  Section  4 of  the  Act 
fourteen  notices  to  carry  out  structural  and  rat-proofing 
works  to  infested  premises.  No  formal  notices  were  served 
during  the  year. 

Contracts.  Thirty-two  business  firms  elected  to  enter 
into  a contract  with  the  Council  for  regular  and  systematic 
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treatment  of  their  premises  for  rats  and  mice.  The  majority 
of  these  premises  are,  by  reason  of  the  type  of  trade  carried 
on,  liable  to  frequent  re-infestations,  and  therefore  constant 
and  regular  treatment  is  necessary.  The  contracts  produced 
an  income  of  £ I 3 I I Os.  Od.  for  the  year. 

Contracts  are  revised  annually  and  in  most  cases  sub- 
stantial reductions  made  on  the  current  contract  price.  Four 
new  contracts  were  effected  during  the  year  and  the  system 
continues  to  operate  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  contracting 
parties. 

Sewer  Treatments.  The  Local  Authority  is  responsible 
under  the  Act  for  dealing  with  infestations  on  their  own 
premises  and  undertakings,  particularly  sewers.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  require- 
ments, the  routine  baiting  and  treatment  of  the  sewer 
systems  has  been  carried  out  at  six-monthly  intervals.  This 
work  has  reduced  to  a minimum  the  sewer  ratt  population, 
and  only  slight  infestations  were  found  during  the  year. 

Rodent  Operator.  Mr.  C.  E.  Hall  has  now  completed 
four  years  service  in  this  post  and  has  proved  a most  reliable 
and  conscientious  worker.  As  a result  of  over  four  years 
of  Rodent  Control,  there  has  been  a reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  infestations  reported  or  otherwise  discovered,  and 
from  September  it  was  found  possible  for  him  to  revert  to 
part-time  cleansing  duties. 


NEW  HOUSING. 

The  provision  of  new  housing  units  continues,  private 
builders  having  erected  a number  of  houses  on  two  estates 
in  addition  to  houses  erected  on  individual  sites.  The 
Council  housing  scheme  at  Binscombe  is  still  making  good 
progress,  and  104  houses  had  been  completed  by  the  31st 
December.  596  applicants  remain  on  the  Council’s  housing 
list  and  the  number  of  applicants  re-housed  during  1953 
was  117. 

Special  cases  are  referred  to  the  Health  Department  for 
enquiry  and  report,  particularly  where  applicants  are  alleged 
to  be  living  in  overcrowded  or  unfit  houses,  or  suffering  from 
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Tuberculosis.  All  cases  in  these  categories  receive  special 
consideration,  and  during  the  year  twelve  such  cases  were 
re-housed. 

Since  the  end  of  the  war  and  up  to  the  3 1st  December, 
1953,  the  Council  have  built  403  houses,  and  during  the 
same  period  have  re-housed  5 77  families. 


EXISTING  HOUSES. 

During  the  year,  1 5 1 dwelling  houses  were  inspected 
under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts.  The  majority 
of  these  inspections  were  made  at  the  request  of  tenants 
whose  owners  had  failed  to  remedy  structural  defects.  A 
proportion  of  the  inspections  were  the  result  of  survey  work, 
mostly  to  terraced  cottage  property. 

Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act  were  con- 
cerned mainly  with  such  repairs  as  would  maintain  the  old 
low-rented  properties  in  a reasonably  habitable  condition 
whilst  the  housing  shortage  continues.  Notices  under  the 
Housing  Act  resulted  in  the  re-conditioning  of  a number  of 
houses,  and  at  the  end  o f the  year  twenty  repair  notices 
were  still  outstanding. 

Two  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1949,  were  considered,  both  from  Owner/ 
Occupiers.  Only  one  application  was  granted.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  landlords  have  failed  to  take  full  advantage 
of  these  grants  for  tenanted  property,  but  with  the  prospect 
of  new  legislation  dealing  with  repairs  and  rent  increases, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  repair  and  re-conditioning  work  will 
become  an  economic  possibility  for  landlords. 

Whilst  there  are  few  premises  within  the  Borough  which 
can  be  classed  as  "slum  property"  there  are  a number  of 
very  old  premises  not  repairable  at  reasonable  expense  and 
during  the  coming  year  it  will  be  necessary  to  deal  with  a 
number  of  these  houses  by  closure  or  demolition. 

In  the  year  under  review,  Owners  have  given  voluntary 
undertakings  not  to  re-let  unfit  houses  in  two  cases.  The 
Council  re-housed  the  tenants  in  one  case  and  in  the  second 
case  the  premises  were  already  vacant. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year — 

1.  By  the  Town  Council  ...  ...  ...  88 

2.  By  other  persons  28 

3.  (a)  Number  of  houses  converted  into  flats  ...  2 


I . — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 


1 . (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts ) • • • ...  ...  •••  151 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  206 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  1 above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Con- 
solidated) Regulations,  1925  and  1932...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

3.  Number  of  separate  tenements  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  2 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  126 


2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Lo  cal  Authority  or  their  Officers 


90 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  I 0 and  1 6 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1 . Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  31 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  ren- 

dered fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owner  — 


B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

1 . Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owner  — 


C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  I 1 and  1 3 of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1 . Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  1 2 of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 — 

1 . Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit 


Nil 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

General.  Inspections  and  visits  made  during  the  year  to 
all  types  of  premises  used  for  the  manufacture,  preparation, 
storage  and  sale  of  food  totalled  802. 

Written  and  verbal  notices  were  served  on  Owners  and 
Occupiers  for  structural  works  to  premises,  works  of  cleans- 
ing and  re-decoration,  and  improvements  generally,  to 
enforce  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
and  the  Food  Hygiene  Byelaws.  In  addition,  advice  has 
been  given  on  measures  to  prevent  contamination  of  food 
and  food  hygiene  practices  generally,  and  it  can  be  said 
there  continues  to  be  an  improvement  in  the  awareness  of 
Management  and  Staff  to  their  responsibilities  under  exist- 
ing legislation.  Additional  legislation  is  likely  to  become 
operative  in  the  ensuing  year,  and  this  will  no  doubt  assist 
in  raising  still  further  the  standard  of  food  hygiene. 

With  the  co-operation  of  other  Departments  and 
Authorities,  a careful  check  is  kept  on  all  proposed  food 
premises.  Conversions  and  alterations  to  existing  premises 
are  also  covered  in  this  way,  in  addition  to  those  found 
upon  inspection  or  required  under  Notice.  Advice  is  usually 
greatly  appreciated  in  the  early  stages  of  proposed  improve- 
ments and  much  useful  work  is  accomplished  in  this  way. 


Food  Inspection.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  food- 
stuffs inspected  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  All  goods  specified  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  disposed  of  as  mentioned  below: — 


Perishable  Goods: 


Fish 

4 

stone 

Luncheon  Meat,  Ham,  etc 

217 

Mbs. 

Cheese  ...  ...  ... 

33 

lbs. 

Butter 

28 

lbs. 

Currants,  Sultanas  ... 

61 

Mbs. 

Flour,  Cereals 

83 

lbs. 

Sausages 

48 

lbs. 

ned  Goods: 

Vegetables 

12 

tins. 

Fruit 

328 

tins. 

Milk 

149 

tins. 

Meat 

190 

tins. 

Fish 

33 

tins. 

Miscellaneous 

24 

tins. 
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All  foods  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  are 
collected  by  the  Health  Department  and  disposed  o f by  con- 
trolled tipping  or  incineration,  except  where  it  is  possible  to 
use  the  food  for  animal  feeding  stuffs  or  some  other  form  of 
salvage.  No  difficulties  have  been  experienced. 

Milk  Supplies.  There  are  four  Dairies  licensed  for  the 
sale  of  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Tuberculin 
Tested  (Pasteurised)  milk. 

Six  persons  hold  licences  for  the  sale  of  Sterilised  milk 
and  two  distributors  hold  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  and 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  in  the  Borough  from  premises  situ- 
ated outside  the  Borough. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  to  dairy  premises  to 
ensure  that  the  milk  is  handled,  stored  and  distributed  in 
such  a manner  as  to  comply  with  the  various  Acts  and 
Regulations. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  totalled 
fifty,  and  from  July  onwards  were  submitted  for  examina- 
tion to  the  new  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  St.  Luke’s 
Hospital,  Guildford.  This  Laboratory  provides  a free  ser- 
vice for  Local  Authorities  and  is  directed  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Given  below 
are  details  of  the  samples  taken: 

Pasteurised  Milk:  30  samples — 29  satisfactory. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk:  1 5 samples — 1 4 satisfactory. 

Sterilised  Milk:  5 samples — 5 satisfactory. 

These  figures  show  that  all  samples  except  two  satisfied 
the  prescribed  tests.  In  addition  to  being  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  six  samples  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  were  submitted  to  a biological  examination  for 
the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  No  evidence  of  infection 
was  found. 

Ice  Cream  Premises  (and  Confectioners).  There  are 
now  forty-seven  premises  within  the  Borough  licensed  under 
Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938:  one  for  the 
manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  the  remain- 
ing forty-six  for  storage  and  sale  only.  Six  new  licences  were 
granted  during  the  year,  all  for  storage  and  sale  of  this 
commodity. 

Premises  are  inspected  to  ensure  that  Section  1 3 of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment) 
Regulations  of  1947  are  complied  with. 
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1 hirty-nine  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  sub- 
mitted for  bacteriological  examination  by  the  methylene 
blue  test  with  results  as  follows: — 

Grade  1 : 17. 

Grade  2 : 16. 

Grade  3:  3. 

Grade  4.  3. 

Inspection  and  sampling  showed  that  persons  concerned 
complied  very  well  with  the  requirements  covering  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Bakehouses  and  Cake  Shops.  1 here  are  sixteen  premises 
used  for  the  sale  of  bread  and  cakes;  thirteen  of  these  are 
also  bakehouses.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in 
the  Borough  and  during  the  year  one  old  bakehouse  was 
closed  and  is  no  longer  used  as  such. 

Regular  visits  are  paid  to  all  bakehouses,  and  notices 
requiring  structural  repairs,  cleansing  and  improvement 
works  were  generally  well  complied  with,  but  in  one  case  it 
was  found  necessary  to  serve  Formal  Notice  before  the  work 
was  carried  out.  Reconditioning  schemes  have  been  com- 
pleted in  three  o f the  older  bakehouses  and  work  is  in  pro- 
gress in  three  others.  Plans  have  been  deposited  for  the 
erection  of  a new  bakehouse  to  replace  one  of  the  oldest 
still  in  use. 

Fish  Shops.  There  are  ten  fish  shops  in  the  area,  four 
of  these  being  fried  fish  shops.  One  open-fronted  fish  shop 
closed  down  during  the  year,  and  plans  are  in  hand  to 
enclose  the  only  remaining  open-fronted  shop.  Occupiers 
remedied  unsatisfactory  conditions  found  upon  inspection 
and  little  difficulty  was  experienced,  the  premises  being  well 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Licensed  Premises.  All  twenty-seven  licensed  premises 
in  the  Borough  have  satisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  for 
persons  frequenting  the  premises;  are  supplied  with  ade- 
quate facilities  for  cleansing  glasses,  etc.,  and  have  a con- 
stant supply  of  hot  water  to  sinks. 

Improvements  to  existing  sanitary  accommodation  and 
cleansing  works  found  necessary  were  dealt  with  by  informal 
notices,  and  all  have  been  complied  with. 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Canteens.  Frequent  inspections 
are  carried  out  to  the  twenty-four  premises  classed  under 
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this  heading  to  ensure  compliance  with  existing  legislation, 
and  in  addition  many  advisory  visits  made.  Two  cafes 
closed  during  the  year. 

Occupiers  readily  responded  to  written  and  verbal 
notices  to  remedy  defects  and  no  statutory  action  was  neces- 
sary. 1 hree  major  alteration  and  improvement  schemes 
have  been  completed,  and  it  is  hoped  similar  schemes  and 
alterations  under  consideration  will  be  put  in  hand 
during  the  coming  year.  In  general,  a good  standard 
was  maintained. 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers.  I here  are  fifty-three  such 
premises,  and  inspections  are  made  and  advice  given  on 
general  measures  to  promote  cleanliness  and  prevent  con- 
tamination and  to  ensure  that  adequate  supplies  of  hot  water 
are  available  for  cleansing  and  hand  washing  purposes. 

There  is  always  a tendency  to  display  foodstuffs  to  the  best 
advantage,  often  exposing  the  food  to  various  forms  of  con- 
tamination. Measures  taken  to  prevent  such  contamination 
can  be  seen  in  the  increased  use  of  raised  stands  and  covered 
or  enclosed  display  fittings. 

Meat  Supplies.  There  are  thirteen  butchers  shops  in  the 
Borough,  all  of  which  are  registered  under  Section  I 4 of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  I 938,  for  the  preparation  and  manu- 
facture of  sausages,  etc.  Premises  are  inspected  to  secure 
compliance  with  the  terms  of  registration  and  food  hygiene 
byel  aws,  and  written  and  verbal  notices  have  been  served  to 
remedy  unsatisfactory  conditions  found.  All  notices  have 
been  complied  with  and  brought  about  decided  improve- 
ments, thus  assisting  in  the  maintenance  of  a good  standard 
at  these  premises. 

During  the  year  I 54  lbs.  of  Imported  meat,  and  365  lbs. 
or  English  Meat  was  examined  and  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  This  amount  is  very  low  in  proportion 
to  the  total  quantity  of  meat  consumed  in  the  area.  All  con- 
demned meat  is  either  returned  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  as 
directed,  or  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment for  proper  disposal.  Where  possible,  such  meat  is 
used  for  animal  feeding  stuffs,  converted  into  ferti- 
lizers, etc.,  at  a Bye-Products  Works,  or  disposed  of  by 
incineration. 

All  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  remain  closed,  and 
are  in  any  case  unfit  for  regular  use  by  reason  of  their  siting, 
layout  and  condition.  With  a modern  Abattoir  available 
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nearby  it  appears  extremely  unlikely  that  local  slaughtering 
will  be  revived.  The  initial  cost  of  opening  even  a small 
slaughterhouse  would  be  extremely  high  and  uneconomical. 


Adulteration  and  Chemical  and  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  Food. 

The  Surrey  County  Council  administers  those  provisions 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  I 938,  within  the  Borough,  deal- 
ing with  sampling  and  analysis  of  articles  of  food,  etc.,  for 
the  detection  of  adulteration,  deterioration,  etc. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  that  the 
following  samples  were  taken  in  the  Borough  and  analysed 
during  1953  : — 

Formal:  33  samples  of  milk,  and  I sample  of  sausages. 

Informal:  2 samples  each  of  ice  cream  and  aspirin  tab- 
lets, and  I sample  each  of  the  following:  Milk, 
ground  almonds,  butter,  cheese,  cooking  fat,  double 
cream,  glucose  drink,  margarine,  pepper,  rose-hip 
syrup,  sugar,  vinegar,  yoghourt,  adrenaline  cream, 
buckwheat-drie  d leaf  and  Rowers,  codeine  tablets, 
cough  linctus,  lung  tonic,  malt  extract  with  cod-liver 
oil,  travel  sickness  tablets. 

None  was  found  to  be  adulterated  or  irregular. 

The  County  Council  carried  out  the  following  sampling 
and  analyses  of  food  and  drugs  during  1953  in  the  whole  of 
the  County  area  for  which  they  are  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority: — 

Samples  analysed — involving  104  items  of  food  and 
drugs — 

Formal  ...  ...  ...  I ,428 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  244 

Found  "adulterated  or  irregular" — 

Formal  ...  ...  ...  74 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  12 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  a conviction 
obtained  in  one  instance  only  against  a seller  of  chocolate 
roll  deficient  in  dry  fat-free  cocoa  matter. 


